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Good Morning!

I am Dr. Bob Sanborn, President and CEO of CHILDREN AT RISK.

We are here today to issue the C@R Legislative Report Card for Texas’ 80th Legislative Session.

Last January as the 80th Legislative Session started we at C@R met with members of the Houston Delegation to let them know that we would be grading their performance in regard to key children’s issues. 

WE WANT TO INSURE THAT THE CHILDREN OF HOUSTON ARE WELL REPRESENTED WHEN IN COMES TO THEIR NEEDS.

CHILDREN AT RISK has historically been known for our research and data collection and our Growing Up in Houston Book that we put out every other year with hard data on the status of Houston’s Children. We couple that data with collaboration with other leading children’s organizations, and partner with public officials to work towards meeting the needs of all of our children in four key areas… Children’s Physical and Mental Health, Public Schools, Safety and Security, and the Basic Needs of our Children.

Today we want to announce who were those leaders in the Legislature who made a true difference for children, and who were those who we look forward to working with in the future to make a difference.

· During the last session over 6,000 bills were filed

· CHILDREN AT RISK tracked close to 200 bills that related to the well being of our children…many important pieced never reached the floor for a vote

· For our Report Card we looked specifically at 40 bills that reached the floor for a vote, that we believed were the core legislative pieces in regard to a better life for the Children of Houston. They break down into:

· Education: 5

· Physical and Mental Health: 11 (Including HB 109, the CHIP expansion bill which we believe was the most significant piece of pro-children legislation in front of our representatives this session)

· Human Trafficking: 4

· Child Welfare: 7

· Juvenile Justice: 5

· Environment: 8

There was some significant success in the session this year. Notably:

· CHIP-expansion 130,000 more children are on the insurance roles

· TYC   

· Human Trafficking

We want to Thank all who Speak Out for Children! Through CHILDREN AT RISK's network of communication, over 1,500  letters were sent to the Legislature during the Session. Hundreds of faxes, phone calls , and face to face meetings also impressed upon the legislators the importance of meeting the needs of children. 

Methodology

During the 80th Legislative Session, CHILDREN AT RISK challenged legislators to “Make the Grade.”  The State of Texas Children 2007 Report Card was developed to hold legislators accountable and to insure that children are represented during the legislative process. Legislators were graded on the following:

· Voting record of significant issues/legislation impacting children

· Leadership of children issues

· Committee outcomes effecting children 

How did the Legislature as a whole rank? --- C+

How did the Houston delegation do? --- B

Part of the reason that Houston’s delegation fares so well in our grading is that we are blessed with great leaders in our community. Today we are honoring the six legislators that received our highest grades. An “A”. 

Joining me in honoring these legislators is the Chief of Pediatrics here at Ben Taub Hospital, chair of the board of  CHILDREN AT RISK, and a longtime advocate for children in the Houston area, Dr. Jeffrey Starke. Dr. Starke? A few words?

JEFF

Representative Scott Hochberg: (jeff)

Rep. Hochberg is a committed advocate for public school education and Houston’s children. In past sessions his work has included passage of a parents' bill of rights, improved accountability for special education programs, school district performance audits, and the state's first program to fund renovation for school improvement.
During the 80th Legislative Session he completed his seventh term as State Representative and continued to be an education leader through his authored legislation that related to grants and programs for dropout prevention, high school success, and college and workforce readiness in public schools. We look forward to working with Representative Hochberg in future educational reform efforts.

Representative Rick Noriega: (bob)

Rep. Rick Noriega has been a true champion for children during his eight years of service in the Texas State House of Representatives.  His commitment to making children’s issues a legislative priority during the 80th Session were exemplified by his authorship of key education reform legislation on which C@R worked with Rep. Noriego, infant care program for incarcerated mothers, and efforts to improve Houston’s air quality.  We are particularly pleased that Representative Noriega is able to give a strong voice to the importance of children’s issues in the Appropriations Committee. We look forward to continuing our relationship with Rep. Noriega.

Representative Sylvester Turner: (jeff)

Rep. Turner proved himself a strong advocate for children during this legislative session.  His authorship of and impassioned support for the Children’s Health Insurance Program reform bill was pivotal to its passage.  This bill will have a significant positive impact on the well-being of children as it will allow for higher numbers of children to receive insurance and therefore get the medical treatment they need.  We also applaud Rep. Turner’s efforts to ensure that the budget provided the funding necessary to support many child-focused programs.

Representative John Davis: (bob)

Rep. Davis is a native Houstonian who has represented the Greater Houston area since 1998. Rep. Davis demonstrated his leadership for children’s health insurance during the 80th Legislative Session by voicing the importance of supporting the CHIP program. Davis was instrumental in creating the bipartisan momentum that led to the bill’s success.  Rep. Davis made sure children were represented in the budget for Human Services and appropriated funding for vital programs. We appreciate his efforts and look forward to working with him in the future to ensure the well-being of Houston’s children.  

Representative Garnet Coleman: (jeff)

Rep. Coleman has served the people of Houston continuously since 1991. Throughout his years of service, Rep. Coleman has earned a reputation as a diligent leader in the areas of physical and mental health care, economic development and education.   During this session, Coleman's leadership was pivotal in the passage of the CHIP reform bill.  As a member of the House Committee on Public Health and the House Committee on County Affairs, Representative Coleman is able to focus on many of the most important issues facing Texas today. One of his most significant legislative accomplishments include joint authoring legislation that simplified access to children's Medicaid for more than 600,000 children in Texas. Outside his legislative work, Rep. Coleman remains active and involved in the Houston community.  Rep. Coleman founded S.M.A.R.T. Kids, a youth development program that provides much-needed tutoring for inner-city students. CHILDREN AT RISK greatly appreciates Rep. Coleman’s uncompromising voice for children.

Senator John Whitmire: (bob)

Sen. Whitmire has been a long-time advocate for children during his 34 years at the Texas Legislature and has been a dear friend of CHILDREN AT RISK. Senator Whitmire was the Chair of the Criminal Justice Committee during the 80th Legislative Session, and we applaud his hard work on leading the effort to reform the Texas Youth Commission. His willingness and determination to protect the vulnerable children in the juvenile justice system was invaluable and greatly appreciated by the State of Texas. CHILDREN AT RISK is confident that Senator Whitmire’s strong leadership will continue to improve efforts and rehabilitate some of the most vulnerable youth. 

Our Last award is not to a legislator

Barbara Best: 

Barbara Best continues to demonstrate leadership in ensuring that working families have affordable health care for their children. The success of the Children’s Health Insurance Plan this Session was greatly attributed to Barbara’s motivation and community organization.  Her ability to mobilize the service providers, faith leaders, business leaders, and elected officials to expand eligibility and increase enrollment numbers under CHIP helps obtain a healthy future for children. CHILDREN AT RISK is excited and honored to collaborate with Barbara in efforts to ensure all children have affordable and quality access to care.

