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Ellen Cohen Campaign Thanks Dr. Abe Saavedra

(Bellaire) – Ellen Cohen, the Democratic Candidate for State Representative in District 134, issued the following remarks in response to Dr. Abe Saavedra’s statement of Oct. 5th,

Dr. Abe Saavedra issued a statement refuting material produced by the Martha Wong Campaign.  In their materials, the Wong Campaign quoted Dr. Saavedra by name without his permission and against his wishes.  In his statement, he said “I have not authorized my name to be used in campaign materials . . . I have not endorsed any candidate.”

“I would like to thank Dr. Saavedra for his grace in handling this unfortunate matter.  He has stood firm as a man of principle and the Houston Independent School District is fortunate for his leadership.”

The Wong Campaign continues to misrepresent her voting record on education.  The Texas Classroom Teachers Association lists 17 crucial votes on public school education. Rep. Wong voted against all 17.

Parent PAC, a bipartisan political action committee made up of parents and grandparents who support public education, has endorsed Cohen’s Campaign.  Carolyn Boyle, the Chair of Texas Parent PAC and recognized advocate for public education, stated, “Several local leaders told me they just quit talking to Martha Wong about public education bills, because she never wanted to help, was abrasive, and often said things to discredit public schools.”

Wong’s voting record also shows her support for vouchers, a program strongly opposed by the education community.  Rep. Wong supported vouchers six times in 2005 in some of the closest votes during the 79th Legislative Session (SB 422).

Wong also voted to cut teacher’s health insurance by $500 in 2003 in order pay for the budget shortfall, but then voted against restoring the cuts in 2005 when the state had a budget surplus (SB 1370 RV 735 & HB 2 RV 70).

Ellen Cohen has also been endorsed by the Texas State Teachers Association, the Texas Classroom Teachers Association, the Texas Federation of Teachers, and the Houston Federation of Teachers.

