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For Release on September 14, 2006
Contact:  Dinah Miller, 214-729-2965

or Charles Olson, 254-744-4468


TEXAS PARENT PAC ENDORSES JOE HEFLIN FOR HOUSE DISTRICT 85

Parents, grandparents, and parents-to-be say Heflin

 is the best candidate to support high-quality public schools.

The bipartisan Texas Parent PAC today announced its endorsement of Joe Heflin for state representative in House District 85, which covers 16 counties in West Texas. This is the open seat held by Pete Laney, who is retiring after serving in the Texas House of Representatives for 33 years, including 10 years as speaker of the house.  

"Joe Heflin has the experience, wisdom, and integrity necessary to follow in Pete Laney’s footsteps and effectively represent West Texans in Austin," said Texas Parent PAC board member Dinah Miller as she kicked off a regional media tour. She said this is one of the most important races in the November 7 general election, and the statewide parent group believes Heflin is clearly the better choice.

Texas Parent PAC was created by parents who joined together in a bipartisan effort to elect to the state legislature strong and effective leaders who will stand up for children and parents and strengthen neighborhood schools. In addition, a broad base of individuals and business leaders is supporting this grassroots campaign effort.

Miller said Heflin grew up understanding the importance to children of highly qualified teachers. There are 24 public school educators in his immediate and extended family, including his mother and two aunts.     

“West Texans can trust Joe Heflin to be independent and to put the needs of his constituents first,” Miller added. “He will not be beholden to big campaign contributors who seek to weaken public schools by using tax-funded vouchers to pay for private school tuition in Houston and Dallas.” 

Texas Parent PAC board member Charles Olson said Heflin will be a leader in Austin to stop consolidation of rural school districts, whether forced by state legislation or deliberate state under-funding of small schools.  “West Texas schools need a strong advocate at the Capitol who can explain why rural school districts need their fair share of state funding so they can serve students well, recruit and retain top-notch educators, and pay for rising electric and gasoline bills.” There are more than 40 independent school districts in House District 85, and public schools are critical to the life and success of each community 

Olson said Heflin is the epitome of an experienced public servant and community leader who is needed as a lawmaker at the state Capitol. 

Heflin is the only candidate in the race who has held elected office, having served as Crosby County Judge and Crosbyton City Council member. During his tenure as County Judge, Heflin had a range of experiences that prepare him to address complex legislation at the Capitol. He was County Juvenile Board chairperson, emergency management coordinator, county Appraisal Review Board member, South Plains Association of Governments treasurer and board member, Regional Alternative Dispute Resolution Action Committee member, and more. 

Olson added that Heflin has set a high standard for what it means to be civic-minded through his service to the West Texas region. He is an active member of First Baptist Church, including service as chair of the Local Mission Committee. An articulate and popular speaker, Heflin has made speeches to the D.A.R.E. Boys’ Summit, promoted economic development in the region, and is a frequent speaker and auctioneer for fundraisers at area high schools. He is concerned about the interests of senior citizens and has helped them by carrying their petitions to Austin and by speaking to groups about scams targeting the elderly. 

Heflin received a law degree from Texas Tech School of Law, where he served on the editorial board of Texas Bank Lawyer and as a research assistant for the Farm, Ranch, Agri-Business Bankruptcy Institute. In addition, he graduated from South Plains College in Levelland and Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, where he studied agriculture and business. 

The breadth and depth of Heflin’s professional and life experience is unmatched in the H.D. 85 race, Olson said. “The icing on the cake for Joe Heflin’s West Texas credentials is that he is a true cowboy,” he added. Heflin was a member of the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association and traveled with the ENMU Rodeo Team. He put himself through college by working on ranches and by shoeing horses. Since 2001, Heflin has been the master of ceremonies each year for the Cowboy Gathering in Crosbyton.  

Texas Parent PAC is endorsing a small and select number of Republican and Democratic legislative candidates statewide. The PAC describes its endorsed candidates as “men and women of integrity, open and responsive to parents, actively involved in their communities, and committed to investing in public education to achieve economic prosperity in Texas.”
               Parents are encouraged to volunteer in the Joe Heflin campaign, to donate money and in-kind services, and to vote and bring friends to the polls during the October 23-November 3 early voting period and on the November 7 election day.
               For more information on Texas Parent PAC, visit www.txparentpac.com.  For more information on Joe Heflin and his campaign, call 806-675-1583 or visit www.joeheflin.com.
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