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WONG READY TO DEBATE THE ISSUES IN DISTRICT 134

Wong Urges Opponent to Include All Candidates In Debate and Respect the Voters

 

HOUSTON – State Representative Martha Wong is pleased to announce a series of debates in the race for House District 134.   Wong, a former Houston City Council member, is running again for service in the Texas House.  Two other candidates have filed for the position.  While Wong wants to include all the candidates, democrats at Rice University have made efforts to exclude other individuals who are on the ballot.
 

"I'm excited about the opportunity to discuss my record with the voters of this district and have a serious discussion about the policy decisions that affect us in our schools and neighborhoods" Wong said.  “We have an important debate coming up on October 12th at Rice University and I am disappointed that the chairman of the Young Democrats has adamantly refused to include the Libertarian candidate who is a student at Rice.”

 

According to Mhair Dekmezian, the Libertarian candidate in the race, Ryan Goodland, President of the Rice Young Democrats, has spoken against his candidacy and weakly apologized for withdrawing his invitation, reasoning that Dekmezian did not have a chance of winning.  Representative Wong will appear at a September 20th forum sponsored by the In-Town Chamber of Commerce, and an October 17th forum hosted at the Jewish Community Center.  Other debates are planned.  

 

"We all know the Legislature has faced serious challenges in recent sessions, and will face more in the next.   The first step to finding real solutions is to have a discussion with the voters and garner their knowledge and perspective to take with me to the floor of the Texas House.  I am asking the Young Democrats to include the libertarian candidate in their debate and if they do not, I will not be able to participate.”

“To exclude a Rice student who is on the ballot from a debate at his own university is biased and insulting” said Wong’s Campaign Manager Josh Robinson.  “We are looking forward to a debate at Rice University that is actually focused on the issues facing the University and the District.  Excluding a student candidate is discrimination and we will not participate unless this issue is resolved.  The Young Democrats are obviously acting according to the wishes of our opponent and not interested in making this a full debate on the issues.  House District 134 is one of the most educated in the state.  We trust the voters to decide who will best represent them."
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